
  

St   Francis   Episcopal   Church   San   Jose,   CA   
Morning   Prayer,   Thursday,   June   17,   2021   

Commemoration   of   Marina   the   Monk   
The   First   Transgendered   Saint.   That   we   know   of.     

Really.     

  
  
  

When   2   people   are   reading:       READER   1:   Plain   Text             Reader   2:   Italics              Both:   Bold   
If   there   are   2   lessons,   a   reading   and   subsequent   canticle   may   be   omitted.    
    
You   are   invited   to   begin   the   service   by   lighting   a   candle.    
    
  

Here   we   are   Lord!   
We   come   from   the   busy-ness   of   our   daily   lives   
from   the   hubbub   of   our   work   and   play   
from   the   hue   and   cry   of   the   world   around   us,   
we   come   to   worship   you.   
In   this   time,   we   long   to   meet   you,   
to   feel   your   presence   surrounding   us,   
enveloping   us,   loving   us.   
We   long   to   settle   into   silence,   
laying   aside   our   worries   and   our   cares,   
aware   of   your   presence   around   us,   
before   us,   behind   us,   within   us.   
Come,   Lord   Jesus . 1   
  

O   Lord,   open   our   lips   
and   our   mouth   shall   proclaim   your   praise.   
Glory   to   the   Father,   and   to   the   Son,   and   to   the   Holy   Spirit:   as   it   was   in   the   
beginning,   is   now,   and   will   be   for   ever.   Amen .   
  

The   night   has   passed,   and   the   day   lies   open   before   us;   let   us   pray   with   one   heart   and   
mind.   As   we   rejoice   in   the   gift   of   this   new   day,   so   may   the   light   of   your   presence,   O   God,   
set   our   hearts   on   fire   with   love   for   you;   now   and   forever.    Amen .    

  
Psalm   148   
1   Hallelujah!   
Praise   the   Lord   from   the   heavens;   praise   him   in   the   heights.   
2   Praise   him,   all   you   angels   of   his;   praise   him,   all   his   host.   
3   Praise   him,   sun   and   moon;   praise   him,   all   you   shining   stars.     

1   https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search?q=busy-ness      written   by   Carole   Penner,   and   posted   on   her    Leading   
in   Worship    blog.    http://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/   

1   
  

https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search?q=busy-ness
http://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/


4   Praise   him,   heaven   of   heavens,   and   you   waters   above   the   heavens.   
5   Let   them   praise   the   Name   of   the   Lord;   for   he   commanded,   and   they   were   created.   
6   He   made   them   stand   fast   for   ever   and   ever;   he   gave   them   a   law   which   shall   not   pass   
 away.   
7   Praise   the   Lord   from   the   earth,   you   sea-monsters   and   all   deeps;   
8   Fire   and   hail,   snow   and   fog,   tempestuous   wind,   doing   his   will;   
9   Mountains   and   all   hills,   fruit   trees   and   all   cedars;   
10   Wild   beasts   and   all   cattle   creeping   things   and   winged   birds;   
11   Kings   of   the   earth   and   all   peoples,   princes   and   all   rulers   of   the   world;   
12   Young   men   and   maidens,   old   and   young   together.   
13   Let   them   praise   the   Name   of   the   Lord,   for   his   Name   only   is   exalted,   his   splendor   is   
over   earth   and   heaven.   
14   He   has   raised   up   strength   for   his   people   and   praise   for   all   his   loyal   servants,   the   
children   of   Israel,   a   people   who   are   near   him.   
Hallelujah !   
Glory   to   the   Father,   and   to   the   Son,   and   to   the   Holy   Spirit:   as   it   was   in   the   
beginning,   is   now,   and   will   be   for   ever.   Amen .   
  

A   reading   from   Book   of   Susanna   
34 Then   the   two   elders   stood   up   before   the   people   and   laid   their   hands   on   her   head.   
35 Through   her   tears   she   looked   up   towards   Heaven,   for   her   heart   trusted   in   the   Lord.   
36 The   elders   said,   ‘While   we   were   walking   in   the   garden   alone,   this   woman   came   in   with   
two   maids,   shut   the   garden   doors,   and   dismissed   the   maids.    37 Then   a   young   man,   who   
was   hiding   there,   came   to   her   and   lay   with   her.    38 We   were   in   a   corner   of   the   garden,   and   
when   we   saw   this   wickedness   we   ran   to   them.    39 Although   we   saw   them   embracing,   we   
could   not   hold   the   man,   because   he   was   stronger   than   we   are,   and   he   opened   the   
doors   and   got   away.    40 We   did,   however,   seize   this   woman   and   asked   who   the   young   
man   was,    41 but   she   would   not   tell   us.   These   things   we   testify.’   
Because   they   were   elders   of   the   people   and   judges,   the   assembly   believed   them   and   
condemned   her   to   death.     
42 Then   Susanna   cried   out   with   a   loud   voice,   and   said,   ‘O eternal   God,   you   know   what   
is   secret   and   are   aware   of   all   things   before   they   come   to   be;    43 you   know   that   these   men   
have   given   false   evidence   against   me.   And   now   I   am   to   die,   though   I   have   done   none   of   
the   wicked   things   that   they   have   charged   against   me!’     
44 The   Lord   heard   her   cry.    45 Just   as   she   was   being   led   off   to   execution,   God   stirred   up   
the   holy   spirit   of   a   young   lad   named   Daniel,    46 and   he   shouted   with   a   loud   voice,   ‘I   want   
no   part   in   shedding   this   woman’s   blood!’     
The   Word   of   the   Lord.   
Thanks   be   to   God   
  

Hear   the   word   of   the   Lord,   O   nations,   proclaim   it   on   distant   coasts,   and   say:     
He   who   scattered   Israel,   now   gathers   them   together,   he   guards   them   as   a   
shepherd   his   flock.   
The   Lord   shall   ransom   Jacob,   he   shall   redeem   him   from   the   hand   of   his   
conqueror.   

2   
  



Shouting,   they   shall   mount   the   heights   of   Zion,   they   shall   come   streaming   to   the   
Lord's   blessings:     
The   grain,   the   wine,   and   the   oil,   the   sheep   and   the   oxen;     
They   themselves   shall   be   like   watered   gardens,   never   again   shall   they   languish.   
Then   the   virgins   shall   make   merry   and   dance,   and   young   men   and   old   as   well.     
I   will   turn   their   mourning   into   joy,   I   will   console   and   gladden   them   after   their   
sorrows.   
I   will   lavish   choice   portions   upon   the   priests,   and   my   people   shall   be   filled   with   
my   blessings,   says   the   Lord.                                                    Jeremiah   31:10-14   
Glory   to   the   Father,   and   to   the   Son,   and   to   the   Holy   Spirit:   as   it   was   in   the   
beginning,   is   now,   and   will   be   for   ever.   Amen .   
  
  

A   reading   from   the   Gospel   of   Luke   
18 A   certain   ruler   asked   him,   ‘Good   Teacher,   what   must   I   do   to   inherit   eternal   life?’   
19 Jesus   said   to   him,   ‘Why   do   you   call   me   good?   No   one   is   good   but   God   alone.    20 You   
know   the   commandments:   “You   shall   not   commit   adultery;   You   shall   not   murder;   You   
shall   not   steal;   You   shall   not   bear   false   witness;   Honour   your   father   and   mother.”   ’    21 He   
replied,   ‘I   have   kept   all   these   since   my   youth.’    22 When   Jesus   heard   this,   he   said   to   him,   
‘There   is   still   one   thing   lacking.   Sell   all   that   you   own   and   distribute   the   money *    to   the   
poor,   and   you   will   have   treasure   in   heaven;   then   come,   follow   me.’    23 But   when   he   heard   
this,   he   became   sad;   for   he   was   very   rich.    24 Jesus   looked   at   him   and   said,   ‘How   hard   it   
is   for   those   who   have   wealth   to   enter   the   kingdom   of   God!    25 Indeed,   it   is   easier   for   a  
camel   to   go   through   the   eye   of   a   needle   than   for   someone   who   is   rich   to   enter   the   
kingdom   of   God.’    
26 Those   who   heard   it   said,   ‘Then   who   can   be   saved?’    27 He   replied,   ‘What   is   impossible   
for   mortals   is   possible   for   God.’     
28 Then   Peter   said,   ‘Look,   we   have   left   our   homes   and   followed   you.’    29 And   he   said   to   
them,   ‘Truly   I   tell   you,   there   is   no   one   who   has   left   house   or   wife   or   brothers   or   parents   
or   children,   for   the   sake   of   the   kingdom   of   God,    30 who   will   not   get   back   very   much   more   
in   this   age,   and   in   the   age   to   come   eternal   life.’     
The   Word   of   the   Lord.   
Thanks   be   to   God.    
  

O   God   of   our   ancestors   and   Lord   of   mercy, you   have   made   all   things   by   your   
word.   
By   your   wisdom   you   have   formed   us    
to   have   dominion   over   the   creatures   you   have   made;   
To   rule   the   world   in   holiness   and   righteousness and   to   pronounce   judgement   in   
uprightness   of   soul.   
Give   us   the   Wisdom   that   sits   by   your   throne; do   not   reject   us   from   among   your   
servants,   
For   we   are   your   servants, with   little   understanding   of   judgement   and   laws.   
Even   one   who   is   perfect   among   us will   be   regarded   as   nothing   
without   the   wisdom   that   comes   from   you.   
With   you   is   Wisdom,   she   who   knows   your   works,    
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and   was   present   when   you   made   the   world.   
She   understands   what   is   pleasing   in   your   sight and   what   is   right   according   to   
your   commandments.   
Send   her   forth   from   the   holy   heavens, from   the   throne   of   your   glory   send   her.   
That   she   may   labour   at   our   side and   that   we   may   learn   what   is   pleasing   to   you.   
For   she   knows   and   understands   all   things, she   will   guide   us   wisely   in   our   actions   
and   guard   us   with   her   glory. 2   
  

Glory   to   the   Father,   and   to   the   Son,   and   to   the   Holy   Spirit:   as   it   was   in   the   
beginning,   is   now,   and   will   be   for   ever.   Amen .   
  

The   Apostles'   Creed   
    
I   believe   in   God,   the   Father   almighty,    
    creator   of   heaven   and   earth;    
I   believe   in   Jesus   Christ,   his   only   Son,   our   Lord.    
    He   was   conceived   by   the   power   of   the   Holy   Spirit    
        and   born   of   the   Virgin   Mary.    
    He   suffered   under   Pontius   Pilate,    
        was   crucified,   died,   and   was   buried.    
    He   descended   to   the   dead.    
    On   the   third   day   he   rose   again.    
    He   ascended   into   heaven,    
        and   is   seated   at   the   right   hand   of   the   Father.    
    He   will   come   again   to   judge   the   living   and   the   dead.    
I   believe   in   the   Holy   Spirit,    
    the   holy   catholic   Church,    
    the   communion   of   saints,    
    the   forgiveness   of   sins   
    the   resurrection   of   the   body,    
    and   the   life   everlasting.   Amen.   
    
The   Prayers   

2   
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/daily-praye 
r/canticles-daily-79   
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The   Lord   be   with   you.   
And   also   with   you.   
Let   us   pray.    
  

Our   Father,   who   art   in   heaven,   
     hallowed   be   thy   Name,    
     thy   kingdom   come,    
     thy   will   be   done,    
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         on   earth   as   it   is   in   heaven.    
Give   us   this   day   our   daily   bread.    
And   forgive   us   our   trespasses,    
     as   we   forgive   those who   trespass   against   us.    
And   lead   us   not   into   temptation, but   deliver   us   from   evil.    
For   thine   is   the   kingdom,    
     and   the   power,   and   the   glory,    
     for   ever   and   ever.   Amen .   
  

Save   your   people,   Lord,   and   bless   your   inheritance;    
Govern   and   uphold   them,   now   and   always.    
Day   by   day   we   bless   you;    
We   praise   your   Name   for   ever.    
Lord,   keep   us   from   all   sin   today;    
Have   mercy   on   us,   Lord,   have   mercy .    
Lord,   show   us   your   love   and   mercy;    
For   we   put   our   trust   in   you.    
In   you,   Lord,   is   our   hope;    
And   we   shall   never   hope   in   vain.    
  

Give   us   grace,   Lord   God,   to   refrain   from   judgments   about   the   sins   of   others;   that,   
like   your   servant   Marina   the   Monk,   we   may   hold   fast   to   the   path   of   discipleship   in   
the   midst   of   unjust   judgments;   through   Jesus   Christ   our   Lord   who   lives   and   reigns   
with   you   and   the   Holy   Spirit,   one   God,   for   ever   and   ever.     Amen .   
      
O   God,   by   Our   God   belongs   to   all   people,   and   treasures   each   individual.   
Let   us   pray   for   them .   

  
Holy   Friend,   Healer   and   Liberator,   we   lift   up   before   you   those   people   who   are   at   
this   very   moment   suffer   from   either   accident,   disease,   their   own   folly,   or   the   cruelty   
of   others.   
  

Please   have   mercy   on   us,   O   God.   
Forgive   our   human   iniquities   and   heal   our   many   diseases.   

  
At   this   moment   many   fellow   humans   beings   are   crying   out   against   the   cruelty   of   
captivity: Hostages   and   abducted   children,   prisoners   of   war   and   political   detainees,   
and   many   mistakenly   convicted.     
  

Please   have   mercy   on   us,   O   God     
Forgive   our   human   iniquities   and   heal   our   many   diseases.   

  
At   this   moment   many   of   our   fellows   are   suffering   physical   and   mental   
abuse: Battered   wives   and   children,   others   beaten   up   by   robbers,   tortured   for   
information,   verbally   abused   and   denigrated,   left   with   untended   wounds,   
threatened   with   the   injury   of   loved   ones,   sexually molested or slowly   killed.   



3  https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/02/intercession-for-those-who-suffer.html     ~   
written   by   Bruce   Prewer,   and   posted   on    Bruce   Prewer’s   Home   Page.    http://www.bruceprewer.com/   

  
4   based   on   Exodus   16:2-15,   Matthew   20:1-16   
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/09/benediction-upside-down-kingdom.html   
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Please   have   mercy   on   us,   O   God     
Forgive   our   human   iniquities   and   heal   our   many   diseases.   

  
At   this   moment   there   are   people   who   are   traumatized   by   sudden   injury: Victims   of   
industry   or   the   highways,   soldiers   wounded   in   battle,   civilians   bombed   or   terrorized,   
those   maimed   by   the   carelessness   of   others,   and   some   who   for   personal   thrills   
have   taken   big   risks   and   lost.   
  

Please   have   mercy   on   us,   O   God     
Forgive   our   human   iniquities   and   heal   our   many   diseases.   

  
At   this   moment   there   are   thousands   who   are   in   terror   or   despair   because   of   natural   
disasters: Flood   and   house   fire,   cyclone   and   earthquake,   avalanche   or   bushfire,   
drought   or   lightning   strike,   storm   waves   or   volcanic   eruption.   
  

Please   have   mercy   on   us,   O   God   
Forgive   our   human   iniquities   and   heal   our   many   diseases.   

  
Holy   Friend,   help   your   church   to   do   whatever   we   can   to   lesson   the   multiple   
sufferings   of   humanity.   Encourage   each   of   us   to   rest   our   own   pain   and   grief   in   your   
infinite   mercy,   and   to   not   cease   from   righteous   anger,   prayer   and   appropriate   action   
while   injustice   and   neglect   exist   anywhere   on   this   planet.   
  

Please   have   mercy   on   us,   O   God.   
Through   Jesus   Christ   our   Saviour. Amen! 3   
  

Go   out   from   here     as   workers   in   God’s   upside-down   kingdom,     where   the   last   are   
first   and   the   first   are   last,     where   needs   are   met   in   miraculous   ways,     and   there   is   
grace   enough   for   all!   

  
And   may   the   blessing   of   God,     the   love   of   Jesus   Christ,   and   the   presence   of   the   
Holy   Spirit     surround   you   and   sustain   us   in   the   coming   days.     Amen. 4   
  

  

.   

http://www.bruceprewer.com/
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MARINA   THE   MONK   
  

Marina,    distinguished   as    Marina   the   
Monk    and   also   known   as   Pelagia   and   
Mary   of   Alexandria,   was   a   Christian   saint   
of   Byzantine,   the   area   was   variously   
know   as   Syria   &   Lebanon.   

Marina,   born   Mariam,   was   the   offspring   
of   wealthy   Christian   parents   and   is   often   
considered   to   be   a   transgender   man.   
Marina's   mother   died   when   the   saint   was   
very   young,   and   thus   Marina   was   raised   
in   devout   Christian   life   by   his   father   
Eugenius.   As   Marina’s   age   of   marriage   
drew   near,   Marina’s   father   wished   to   
retire   to   a   monastery   after   he   had   found   
his   child   a   husband.   When   Marina   
learned   of   his   father's   plan,   he   asked   why   
her   father   intended   to   save   his   own   soul   "and   destroy   mine."   When   asked   by   her   father,   
"What   shall   I   do   with   you?   You   are   a   woman",   Marina   answered   that   he   would   renounce   
women's   clothing   and   live   as   a   monk.   He   then   immediately   shaved   the   hair   from   his   own   
head   and   changed   his   clothes   to   male   ones.   His   father,   seeing   his   child’s   strong   
determination,   gave   all   his   possessions   to   the   poor   and   traveled   with   Marina   to   the   Kadisha   
Valley   to   live   in   monastic   community   life,   sharing   a   cell   with   him   under   the   name   Marinos.  

After   ten   years   Marina’s   father   died,   leaving   her   alone.   Marina   continued   to   conceal   the   
fact   that   he   was   born   a   woman.   Later,   a   pregnant   woman   told   her   father   that   Marinos   
(Marina)   was   to   blame.   On   hearing   the   story,   the   abbot   called   for   Marina   and   reprimanded   
him   severely.   When   Marina   realized   what   was   happening   he   fell   to   his   knees   and   wept,   



  

8   
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confessing   his   sinfulness   (without   explicitly   stating   how   he   had   sinned)   and   asking   
forgiveness.   The   fact   that   there   was   no   attempt   to   deny   the   fault   made   the   abbot   so   furious   
that   he   told   Marina   to   leave   the   monastery.   He   left   at   once   and   remained   outside   the   gates   
as   a   beggar.   When   the   pregnant   woman   gave   birth,   Marina   raised   the   child.   After   ten   years   
the   monks   convinced   the   abbot   to   allow   Marina   to   return   to   the   monastery.   

At   the   age   of   forty,   Marina   became   ill   and   died.   While   cleaning   the   body,   the   monks   
discovered   that   he   was   in   fact,   born   a   woman.   This   made   them   very   distressed.   During   the   
funeral   prayers,   one   of   the   monks,   who   was   blind   in   one   eye,   received   full   sight   again   after   
he   touched   the   body.     

more   at    Wikipedia    and   the    Maronite   Institute  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marina_the_Monk
http://www.maronite-institute.org/MARI/JMS/january00/Saint_Marina_the_Monk.htm

