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Commemoration   of   Mary   &   Martha   of   Bethany   

    

  
  
  

When   2   people   are   reading:       READER   1:   Plain   Text             Reader   2:   Italics              Both:   Bold   
If   there   are   2   lessons,   a   reading   and   subsequent   canticle   may   be   omitted.    
    
You   are   invited   to   begin   the   service   by   lighting   a   candle.    
    
  

Those   who   want   to   save   their   lives     
have   good   health   insurance,     
pay   their   bills   on   time,     
exercise   and   eat   right.   
Those   who   want   to   save   their   lives     
will   lose   them.     
      
Those   who   lose   their   lives     
in   pursuit   of   God     
who   abandon   the   world's   values,     
who   live   generously   and   faithfully,     
who   listen   to   a   voice   beyond.   
Those   who   lose   their   lives     
in   pursuit   of   God     
will   find   life.     
      
May   we   learn   the   value   of   loss.     
May   we   know   the   value   of   life.     
Amen . 1   
  

O   Lord,   open   our   lips   
and   our   mouth   shall   proclaim   your   praise.   
Glory   to   the   Father,   and   to   the   Son,   and   to   the   Holy   Spirit:   as   it   was   in   the   
beginning,   is   now,   and   will   be   for   ever.   Amen .   
  

The   night   has   passed,   and   the   day   lies   open   before   us;   let   us   pray   with   one   heart   and   
mind.   As   we   rejoice   in   the   gift   of   this   new   day,   so   may   the   light   of   your   presence,   O   God,   
set   our   hearts   on   fire   with   love   for   you;   now   and   forever.    Amen .    
 
  

1   Katherine   Hawker,   2002.   Posted   on   her    Outside   the   Box     website.   
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Psalm   36   
1   There   is   a   voice   of   rebellion   deep   in   the   heart   of   the   wicked;   *   
there   is   no   fear   of   God   before   his   eyes.   
2   He   flatters   himself   in   his   own   eyes   that   his   hateful   sin   will   not   be   found   out.   
3   The   words   of   his   mouth   are   wicked   and   deceitful;   he   has   left   off   acting   wisely   and   
doing   good.   
4   He   thinks   up   wickedness   upon   his   bed   and   has   set   himself   in   no   good   way;   he   does   
not   abhor   that   which   is   evil.   
  5   Your   love,   O   Lord,   reaches   to   the   heavens,   and   your   faithfulness   to   the   clouds.   
Glory   to   the   Father,   and   to   the   Son,   and   to   the   Holy   Spirit:   as   it   was   in   the   
beginning,   is   now,   and   will   be   for   ever.   Amen .   
  

A   reading   from   the   first   book   of   Samuel   
18 Then   Abigail   hurried   and   took   two   hundred   loaves,   two   skins   of   wine,   five   sheep   
ready   dressed,   five   measures   of   parched   grain,   one   hundred   clusters   of   raisins,   and   two   
hundred   cakes   of   figs.   She   loaded   them   on   donkeys    19 and   said   to   her   young   men,   ‘Go   
on   ahead   of   me;   I   am   coming   after   you.’   But   she   did   not   tell   her   husband   Nabal.    20 As   
she   rode   on   the   donkey   and   came   down   under   cover   of   the   mountain,   David   and   his   
men   came   down   towards   her;   and   she   met   them.    21 Now   David   had   said,   ‘Surely   it   was   
in   vain   that   I   protected   all   that   this   fellow   has   in   the   wilderness,   so   that   nothing   was   
missed   of   all   that   belonged   to   him;   but   he   has   returned   me   evil   for   good.    22 God   do   so   to   
David *    and   more   also,   if   by   morning   I   leave   as   much   as   one   male   of   all   who   belong   to   
him.’     
23 When   Abigail   saw   David,   she   hurried   and   alighted   from   the   donkey,   and   fell   before   
David   on   her   face,   bowing   to   the   ground.    24 She   fell   at   his   feet   and   said,   ‘Upon   me   alone,   
my   lord,   be   the   guilt;   please   let   your   servant   speak   in   your   ears,   and   hear   the   words   of   
your   servant.    25 My   lord,   do   not   take   seriously   this   ill-natured   fellow   Nabal;   for   as   his   
name   is,   so   is   he;   Nabal *    is   his   name,   and   folly   is   with   him;   but   I,   your   servant,   did   not   
see   the   young   men   of   my   lord,   whom   you   sent.     
26 ‘Now   then,   my   lord,   as   the   Lord   lives,   and   as   you   yourself   live,   since   the   Lord   has   
restrained   you   from   blood-guilt   and   from   taking   vengeance   with   your   own   hand,   now   let   
your   enemies   and   those   who   seek   to   do   evil   to   my   lord   be   like   Nabal.    27 And   now   let   this   
present   that   your   servant   has   brought   to   my   lord   be   given   to   the   young   men   who   follow   
my   lord.    28 Please   forgive   the   trespass   of   your   servant;   for   the   Lord   will   certainly   make   
my   lord   a   sure   house,   because   my   lord   is   fighting   the   battles   of   the   Lord;   and   evil   shall   
not   be   found   in   you   as   long   as   you   live.    29 If   anyone   should   rise   up   to   pursue   you   and   to   
seek   your   life,   the   life   of   my   lord   shall   be   bound   in   the   bundle   of   the   living   under   the   care   
of   the   Lord   your   God;   but   the   lives   of   your   enemies   he   shall   sling   out   as   from   the   hollow   
of   a   sling.    30 When   the   Lord   has   done   to   my   lord   according   to   all   the   good   that   he   has   
spoken   concerning   you,   and   has   appointed   you   prince   over   Israel,    31 my   lord   shall   have   
no   cause   of   grief,   or   pangs   of   conscience,   for   having   shed   blood   without   cause   or   for   
having   saved   himself.   And   when   the   Lord   has   dealt   well   with   my   lord,   then   remember   
your   servant.’     
32 David   said   to   Abigail,   ‘Blessed   be   the   Lord,   the   God   of   Israel,   who   sent   you   to   meet   
me   today!    33 Blessed   be   your   good   sense,   and   blessed   be   you,   who   have   kept   me   today   
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from   blood-guilt   and   from   avenging   myself   by   my   own   hand!    34 For   as   surely   as   the   Lord   
the   God   of   Israel   lives,   who   has   restrained   me   from   hurting   you,   unless   you   had   hurried   
and   come   to   meet   me,   truly   by   morning   there   would   not   have   been   left   to   Nabal   as   
much   as   one   male.’    35 Then   David   received   from   her   hand   what   she   had   brought   him;   he   
said   to   her,   ‘Go   up   to   your   house   in   peace;   see,   I   have   heeded   your   voice,   and   I   have   
granted   your   petition.’     
36 Abigail   came   to   Nabal;   he   was   holding   a   feast   in   his   house,   like   the   feast   of   a   king.   
Nabal’s   heart   was   merry   within   him,   for   he   was   very   drunk;   so   she   told   him   nothing   at   all   
until   the   morning   light.    37 In   the   morning,   when   the   wine   had   gone   out   of   Nabal,   his   wife   
told   him   these   things,   and   his   heart   died   within   him;   he   became   like   a   stone.    38 About   ten   
days   later   the   Lord   struck   Nabal,   and   he   died.     
The   Word   of   the   Lord.   
Thanks   be   to   God   
  

Here   comes   with   power   the   Lord   God,   who   rules   by   his   strong   arm;     
Here   is   his   reward   with   him,   his   recompense   before   him.   

Like   a   shepherd   he   feeds   his   flock;   in   his   arms   he   gathers   the   lambs,     
Carrying   them   in   his   bosom,   and   leading   the   ewes   with   care.   

Who   has   cupped   in   his   hand   the   waters   of   the   sea,   and   marked   off   the   heavens   
with   a   span?     

Who   has   held   in   a   measure   the   dust   of   the   earth,   weighed   the   mountains   in   scales     
and   the   hills   in   a   balance?   

Who   has   directed   the   spirit   of   the   Lord,   or   has   instructed   him   as   his   counselor?   
Whom   did   he   consult   to   gain   knowledge?    
Who   taught   him   the   path   of   judgment,   or   showed   him   the   way   of   understanding?   
Behold,   the   nations   count   as   a   drop   of   the   bucket,   as   dust   on   the   scales;   the   

coastlands   weigh   no   more   than   powder.   
Lebanon   would   not   suffice   for   fuel,   nor   its   animals   be   enough   for   holocausts.   
Before   him   all   the   nations   are   as   nought,   as   nothing   and   void   he   accounts   them. 2   
Glory   to   the   Father,   and   to   the   Son,   and   to   the   Holy   Spirit:   as   it   was   in   the   

beginning,   is   now,   and   will   be   for   ever.   Amen .   
  

 
A   reading   from   the   Gospel   of   Luke   
38 Now   as   they   went   on   their   way,   he   entered   a   certain   village,   where   a   woman   named   
Martha   welcomed   him   into   her   home.    39 She   had   a   sister   named   Mary,   who   sat   at   the   
Lord’s   feet   and   listened   to   what   he   was   saying.    40 But   Martha   was   distracted   by   her   
many   tasks;   so   she   came   to   him   and   asked,   ‘Lord,   do   you   not   care   that   my   sister   has   
left   me   to   do   all   the   work   by   myself?   Tell   her   then   to   help   me.’    41 But   the   Lord   answered   
her,   ‘Martha,   Martha,   you   are   worried   and   distracted   by   many   things;    42 there   is   need   of   
only   one   thing. *    Mary   has   chosen   the   better   part,   which   will   not   be   taken   away   from   her.’     
The   Word   of   the   Lord.   
Thanks   be   to   God.    
  

Happy   those   who   meditate   on   Wisdom,   and   fix   their   gaze   on   knowledge.   

 2   The   Good   Shepherd -    Isaiah   40:10-17   
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She   will   feed   him   with   the   bread   of   learning,   and   give   him   the   water   of   
understanding   to   drink.   
He   will   lean   upon   her   and   not   fall;   he   will   trust   in   her   and   not   be   put   to   shame.   
She   will   exalt   him   above   his   neighbors,   and   in   the   assembly   she   will   make   him   
eloquent.   
Joy   and   gladness   he   will   find,   and   an   everlasting   name   he   will   inherit. 3   
Glory   to   the   Father,   and   to   the   Son,   and   to   the   Holy   Spirit:   as   it   was   in   the   
beginning,   is   now,   and   will   be   for   ever.   Amen .   
  

The   Apostles'   Creed   
    
I   believe   in   God,   the   Father   almighty,    
    creator   of   heaven   and   earth;    
I   believe   in   Jesus   Christ,   his   only   Son,   our   Lord.    
    He   was   conceived   by   the   power   of   the   Holy   Spirit    
        and   born   of   the   Virgin   Mary.    
    He   suffered   under   Pontius   Pilate,    
        was   crucified,   died,   and   was   buried.    
    He   descended   to   the   dead.    
    On   the   third   day   he   rose   again.    
    He   ascended   into   heaven,    
        and   is   seated   at   the   right   hand   of   the   Father.    
    He   will   come   again   to   judge   the   living   and   the   dead.    
I   believe   in   the   Holy   Spirit,    
    the   holy   catholic   Church,    
    the   communion   of   saints,    
    the   forgiveness   of   sins   
    the   resurrection   of   the   body,    
    and   the   life   everlasting.   Amen.   
    
The   Prayers   

 3   Song   of   Wisdom    -    Sirach   14:20;   15:3-6   
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The   Lord   be   with   you.   
And   also   with   you.   
Let   us   pray.    
  

Our   Father,   who   art   in   heaven,   
     hallowed   be   thy   Name,    
     thy   kingdom   come,    
     thy   will   be   done,    
         on   earth   as   it   is   in   heaven.    
Give   us   this   day   our   daily   bread.    
And   forgive   us   our   trespasses,    
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     as   we   forgive   those who   trespass   against   us.    
And   lead   us   not   into   temptation, but   deliver   us   from   evil.    
For   thine   is   the   kingdom,    
     and   the   power,   and   the   glory,    
     for   ever   and   ever.   Amen.   
  

Save   your   people,   Lord,   and   bless   your   inheritance;    
Govern   and   uphold   them,   now   and   always.    
Day   by   day   we   bless   you;    
We   praise   your   Name   for   ever.    
Lord,   keep   us   from   all   sin   today;    
Have   mercy   on   us,   Lord,   have   mercy .    
Lord,   show   us   your   love   and   mercy;    
For   we   put   our   trust   in   you.    
In   you,   Lord,   is   our   hope;    
And   we   shall   never   hope   in   vain.    
  

O   God,   heavenly   Father,   your   Son   Jesus   Christ   enjoyed   rest   and   refreshment   in   the   home   of   Mary   
and   Martha   of   Bethany:   Give   us   the   will   to   love   you,   open   our   hearts   to   hear   you,   and   strengthen   
our   hands   to   serve   you   in   others   for   his   sake;   who   lives   and   reigns   with   you   and   the   Holy   Spirit,   
one   God,   now   and   for   ever.    Amen .   
      
Let   us   pray   for   the   poor,   hungry,   and   neglected   all   over   the   world,     
that   their   cries   for   daily   bread   may   inspire   works   of   compassion   and   mercy    
among   those   to   whom   much   has   been   given.     
Lord,   in   your   mercy,   Hear   our   prayer.   
  

Let   us   pray   for   schools   and   centers   of   learning   throughout   the   world,    
for   those   who   lack   access   to   basic   education,     
and   for   the   light   of   knowledge   to   blossom   and   shine   in   the   lives   of   all   God’s   people.     
Lord,   in   your   mercy,   Hear   our   prayer.   
  

Let   us   pray   for   an   end   to   the   divisions   and   inequalities     
that   scar   God’s   creation,   
particularly   the   barriers   to   freedom   
faced   by   God’s   children   throughout   the   world   because   of   gender;     
that   all   who   have   been   formed   in   God’s   image     
might   have   equality   in   pursuit   of   the   blessings   of   creation.     
Lord,   in   your   mercy,   Hear   our   prayer.   
  

Let   us   pray   for   the   health   of   women,   children,     
and   families   around   the   world,     
especially   for   an   end   to   maternal   and   child   mortality,   
that   in   building   healthy   families,     
all   God’s   people   may   be   empowered   to   strengthen   their   communities     
and   repair   the   breaches   which   divide   nations   and   peoples.     



4  The   Episcopal   Office   of   Government   Rela�ons,   United   States.   Posted   on   Church   World   Service’s    Making   Poverty   
History    page.    h�p://hunger.cwsglobal.org/hungerbooklet/prayer.html     
5  Thomas   Merton’s   last   prayer.     
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Lord,   in   your   mercy,   Hear   our   prayer .   
  

Let   us   pray   for   an   end   to   pandemic   disease   throughout   the   world,     
particularly   the   scourges   of   HIV/AIDS,   malaria,   and   tuberculosis;   
that   plagues   of   death   may   no   longer   fuel   poverty,   destabilize   nations,     
and   inhibit   reconciliation   and   restoration   throughout   the   world.     
Lord,   in   your   mercy,   Hear   our   prayer.   
  

Let   us   pray   for   an   end   to   the   waste   and   desecration   of   God’s   creation,   
for   access   to   the   fruits   of   creation     
to   be   shared   equally   among   all   people,     
and   for   communities   and   nations   to   find   sustenance    
in   the   fruits   of   the   earth   and   the   water   God   has   given   us.     
Lord,   in   your   mercy,   Hear   our   prayer.   
  

Let   us   pray   for   all   nations and   people     
who   already   enjoy   the   abundance   of   creation     
and   the   blessings   of   prosperity,   
that   their   hearts   may   be   lifted   up   to   the   needs   of   the   poor   and   afflicted,     
and   partnerships   between   rich   and   poor for   the   reconciliation   of   the   world     
may   flourish   and   grow.   
Lord,   in   your   mercy,   Hear   our   prayer . 4   
  
  

Oh   God,   we   are   one   with   You.   You   have   made   us   one   with   You.   You   have   taught   us   that   if   we   are   
open   to   one   another,   You   will   dwell   in   us.   Help   us   to   preserve   this   openness   and   to   fight   for   it   with   
all   our   hearts.   Help   us   to   realize   that   there   can   be   no   understanding   where   there   is   mutual   
rejection.   Oh   God,   in   accepting   one   another   wholeheartedly,   fully,   completely,   we   accept   You,   and   
we   thank   You,   and   we   adore   You,   and   we   love   You   with   our   whole   being,   because   our   being   is   in   
Your   being,   our   spirit   is   rooted   in   Your   spirit.   Fill   us   then   with   love   and   let   us   be   bound   together   
with   love   as   we   go   our   diverse   ways,   united   in   this   one   spirit   which   makes   You   present   in   the   
world,   and   which   makes   You   witness   the   ultimate   reality   that   is   love.   Love   has   overcome.   Love   is   
victorious.   Amen. 5   

  

Mary   &   Martha   of   Bethany   
      
Mary   and   Martha   lived   with   their   brother   Lazarus   at   Bethany,   a   village   not   far   from   Jerusalem.   They   are   
mentioned   in   several   episodes   in   the   Gospels.      

http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/hungerbooklet/prayer.html
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     On   one   occasion,   when   Jesus   and   His   disciples   were   their   guests   (Luke   10:38-42),   Mary   sat   at   Jesus'   feet   
and   listened   to   Him   while   her   sister   Martha   busied   herself   with   preparing   food   and   waiting   on   the   guests,   
and   when   Martha   complained,   Jesus   said   that   Mary   had   chosen   the   better   part.      
     When   Lazarus,   the   brother   of   Mary   and   Martha,   had   died,   Jesus   came   to   Bethany.   Martha,   upon   being   told   
that   He   was   approaching,   went   out   to   meet   Him,   while   Mary   sat   still   in   the   house   until   He   sent   for   her.    It   
was   to   Martha   that   Jesus   said:    "I   am   the   Resurrection   and   the   Life."    (John   11:1-44)      
     Again,   about   a   week   before   the   crucifixion,   as   Jesus   reclined   at   table,   Mary   poured   a   flask   of   expensive   
perfume   over   Jesus'   feet.   Mary   was   criticized   for   wasting   what   might   have   been   sold   to   raise   money   for   the   
poor,   and   again   Jesus   spoke   on   her   behalf.    (John   12:1-8)      

On   the   basis   of   these   incidents,   many   Christian   writers   have   seen   Mary   as   representing   Contemplation   
(prayer   and   devotion),   and   Martha   as   representing   Action   (good   works,   helping   others);   or   love   of   God   and   
love   of   neighbor   respectively.     

They   see   the   same   symbolism   also   in   Leah   and   Rachel,   the   daughters   of   Laban   (Genesis   29   and   35).   Leah   
was   dim   of   sight,   but   had   many   children.   Rachel   had   few   children,   but   one   of   them   saved   the   whole   family   
from   destruction.   Leah   represents   Action,   which   is   near-sighted   and   cannot   penetrate   very   far   into   the   
mysteries   of   God,   but   produces   many   worth-while   results.   Contemplation   has   fewer   results,   but   one   of   those   
results   is   Faith,   without   which   it   is   impossible   to   please   God."   (Hebrews   11:6)   Yet,   there   is   a   sense   in   which   
Action   comes   first   --   "If   a   man   love   not   his   brother,   whom   he   hath   seen,   how   shall   he   love   God,   whom   he   
hath   not   seen?"   (1   John   4:20)   So   it   is   that   Leah   must   be   wed   before   Rachel.      

On   some   calendars,   Lazarus   is   commemorated   together   with   his   sisters,   on   others   his   resurrection   is   
remembered   separately   on   17   December.      

   

by   James   Kiefer    

    
  

http://satucket.com/lectionary/Mary&Martha.htm   


