
St Francis Episcopal Church San Jose, CA
Morning Prayer, Thursday, September 16, 2021

Commemoration of Ninian
Bishop and Missioner to the Picts and Celts of Scotland

When 2 people are reading:   READER 1: Plain Text     Reader 2: Italics     Both: Bold
If there are 2 lessons, a reading and subsequent canticle may be omitted. 
 
You are invited to begin the service by lighting a candle. 
 

Good God, Creator of the world, draw us into prayer and celebration as we gather to
remember the gifts of your earth and the stewardship you have entrusted to us as tillers
and tenders in your image. We know that in the gathering of the people, power is
present among us; your Holy Spirit stirs and moves and gives us courage to remember
that all good gifts come first from you.We praise you for this creation in the words of the
Psalmist, sung by our ancestors in faith for generations:
"God speaks: the heavens are made;
God breathes: the stars shine.
God bottles the waters of the sea
and stores them in the deep
All earth, be astounded,
stand in awe of God."
Keep us faithful to this gathering in faith and "bless this vine your right hand has
planted." Now and forever, Amen.

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and
mind. As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and forever. Amen. 

Psalm 96
1 Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; proclaim the good news of his salvation from
day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations and his wonders among all peoples.
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; he is more to be feared than all gods.
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5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but it is the Lord who made the
heavens.
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! Oh, the power and the splendor of
his sanctuary!
7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A reading from the Book of Numbers
21So Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his donkey, and went with the officials of Moab.
22 God’s anger was kindled because he was going, and the angel of the Lord took his stand in
the road as his adversary. Now he was riding on the donkey, and his two servants were with
him. 23The donkey saw the angel of the Lord standing in the road, with a drawn sword in his
hand; so the donkey turned off the road, and went into the field; and Balaam struck the donkey,
to turn it back on to the road. 24Then the angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path between the
vineyards, with a wall on either side. 25When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, it scraped
against the wall, and scraped Balaam’s foot against the wall; so he struck it again. 26Then the
angel of the Lord went ahead, and stood in a narrow place, where there was no way to turn
either to the right or to the left. 27When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, it lay down under
Balaam; and Balaam’s anger was kindled, and he struck the donkey with his staff. 28Then the
Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and it said to Balaam, ‘What have I done to you, that you
have struck me these three times?’ 29Balaam said to the donkey, ‘Because you have made a
fool of me! I wish I had a sword in my hand! I would kill you right now!’ 30But the donkey said to
Balaam, ‘Am I not your donkey, which you have ridden all your life to this day? Have I been in
the habit of treating you in this way?’ And he said, ‘No.’ 31 Then the Lord opened the eyes of
Balaam, and he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the road, with his drawn sword in his
hand; and he bowed down, falling on his face. 32The angel of the Lord said to him, ‘Why have
you struck your donkey these three times? I have come out as an adversary, because your way
is perverse* before me. 33The donkey saw me, and turned away from me these three times. If it
had not turned away from me, surely I would by now have killed you and let it live.’
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, praise him and highly exalt him for
ever.
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, praise him and highly exalt him for
ever.
Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, O heavens and all waters
above the heavens.
Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, praise him and highly exalt
him for ever.
Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, all winds and fire and heat.
Winter and Summer, glorify the Lord, praise him and highly exalt him for ever.
Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, drops of dew and flakes of snow
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Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, praise him and highly exalt him for
ever.
Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, O shining light and enfolding dark.
Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, praise him and highly exalt him
for ever.
Let the earth glorify the Lord, praise him and highly exalt him for ever.
Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, and all that grows upon the earth,  praise
him and highly exalt him for ever.
Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, O whales and all that
move in the waters.
All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, praise him and highly exalt him for ever.
Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild,  and all you flocks and herds.
O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, praise him and highly exalt him
for ever.
Let the people of God glorify the Lord, praise him and highly exalt him for ever.
Glorify the Lord, O priests and servants of the Lord, praise him and highly exalt
him for ever.
Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls of the righteous, praise him and highly exalt
him for ever.
You that are holy and humble of heart, glorify the Lord, praise him and highly
exalt him for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen

Song of the Three Young Men
 

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 18And
Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the
age.’
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

O God of my ancestors and Lord of mercy who has made all things by your word,
and by your wisdom has formed humankind to have dominion over the creatures
you have made, and rule the world in holiness and righteousness, and pronounce
judgement in uprightness of soul, give me the wisdom that sits by your throne,
and do not reject me from among your servants.
With you is wisdom, she who knows your works and was present when you made
the world;
She understands what is pleasing in your sight and what is right according to
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your commandments.
Send her forth from the holy heavens, and from the throne of your glory send her,
that she may labour at my side, and that I may learn what is pleasing to you.
For she knows and understands all things, and she will guide me wisely in my
actions and guard me with her glory.
Then my works will be acceptable, and I shall judge your people justly, and shall
be worthy of the throne of my father.
For who can learn the counsel of God?
Or who can discern what the Lord wills?
For the reasoning of mortals is worthless, and our designs are likely to fail; for a
perishable body weighs down the soul, and this earthy tent burdens the
thoughtful mind.
We can hardly guess at what is on earth, and what is at hand we find with labour;
but who has traced out what is in the heavens?
 Who has learned your counsel, unless you have given wisdom and sent your
holy spirit from on high?
And thus the paths of those on earth were set right, and people were taught what
pleases you,and were saved by wisdom.’ from The Book of Wisdom, Ch9 NRSV

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Apostles' Creed
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen.

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
Day by day we bless you; 
We praise your Name for ever. 
Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
For we put our trust in you. 
In you, Lord, is our hope; 
And we shall never hope in vain. 

O God, who by the preaching of your blessed servant and bishop Ninian caused the
light of the Gospel to shine in the land of Britain: Grant, we pray, that having his life
and labors in remembrance, we may show our thankfulness by following the
example of his zeal and patience; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Let us pray to God,
that he will bring to fruition all that he desires for his creation.

You have created the universe by your eternal Word,
and have blessed humankind in making us stewards of the earth.
We pray for your world,

that we may share and conserve its resources,
and live in reverence for the creation
and in harmony with one another.
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Father, Lord of creation,
in your mercy, hear us.

You have given the human race a rich land,
a land of streams and springs,
wheat and barley,
vines and oil and honey.

We have made by sin a world of suffering and sorrow.
We pray for those who bear the weight of affliction,
that they may come to share the life of wholeness and plenty.
Father, Lord of creation,
in your mercy, hear us.

In Christ you call us to a new way of life,
loving our neighbors before ourselves.
Help us to treat with care and respect the world as it is
as we live in hope and anticipation of the world as it will be
when your kingdom comes and your will is done.
Thank you for those, living and departed,
who have shown a true respect for your creation …
Help us to follow in their footsteps,
until, with them, we see you face to face,
where all is made new in Christ our Lord.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus
Christ. Amen.1

Let us pray for the poor, hungry, and neglected all over the world,
that their cries for daily bread may inspire
works of compassion and mercy
among those to whom much has been given.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for the farmers
with limited or marginal land throughout the world,
for those who lack access to water and other resources,
and for the light of research and support services
to shine in the lives of all God's people.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for an end to the divisions and inequalities
that scar God's creation,

1 from New Patterns for Worship, copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2002.  From the Church of
England’s Common Worship website. Posted on the Canadian Foodgrains Bank website.  Visit that
site for other good Earth Day worship resources.
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particularly the barriers to freedom
faced by God's children throughout the world because of gender;
that all who have been formed in God's image
might have equality in pursuit of the blessings of creation.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for the health of women, children,
and families around the world,
especially for an end to maternal and child mortality,
that in building healthy families,
all God’s people may be empowered
to strengthen their communities
and repair the breaches which divide nations and peoples.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for an end to pandemic disease throughout the world,
particularly those exacerbated by lack of nutritious food and outright hunger;
that plagues of death may no longer fuel poverty, destabilize nations,
and inhibit reconciliation and restoration throughout the world.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for an end to the waste and desecration of God's creation,
for access to the fruits of creation to be shared equally among all people,
and for communities and nations to find sustenance
in the fruits of the earth and the water God has given us.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for all nations and people
who already enjoy the abundance of creation and the blessings of prosperity,
that their hearts may be lifted up to the needs of the poor and afflicted,
and partnerships between rich and poor for the reconciliation of the world
may flourish and grow.
Lord, hear our prayer .2

Go out from here as workers in God’s upside-down kingdom, where the last are first
and the first are last, where needs are met in miraculous ways, and there is grace
enough for all!

2 posted on the National Catholic Rural Life Conference website.
http://www.ncrlc.com/page.aspx?ID=133
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And may the blessing of God, the love of Jesus Christ, and the presence of the Holy
Spirit surround you and sustain us in the coming days. Amen.3

.

 

NINIAN, BISHOP, MISSIONARY TO SCOTLAND (16 SEP 430)

  

St. Ninian's Cave, near Whithorn, where
St. Ninian first arrived in Scotland.

Ninian is also called Nynia, Ninias, Rigna, Trignan, Ninnidh, Ringan, Ninus, or
Dinan. He was a Celt, born in southern Scotland in about 360, and is regarded as the
first major preacher of the Gospel to the people living in Britain north of the
Wall--that is, living outside the territory that had been under Roman rule. He is said
to have studied in Rome (note that he is contemporary with Ambrose, Jerome, and
Augustine), but was chiefly influenced by his friendship with Martin of Tours, with
whom he spent some considerable time when he was returning from Italy to Britain.
It is probable that he named his headquarters in Galloway after Martin's foundation
in Gall. Martin had a monastery known as LOCO TEIAC, a Latinized form of the
Celtic LEUG TIGIAC. LEUG means "white, shining," and TIG means "house" (a
shanty, or SHAN-TIG, is an old house). The suffix -AC means "li�le." Thus, Martin's
monastery had a name which in Celtic means "li�le white house." At about the time
of Martin's death in 397, Ninian built a church at Galloway, in southwest Scotland. It

3 based on Exodus 16:2-15, Matthew 20:1-16
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/09/benediction-upside-down-kingdom.html
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was built of stone and plastered white, an unusual construction in a land where
almost all buildings were wood. He called it Candida Casa (White House) or
Whithorn, presumably after Martin's foundation at Tours. Archaeologists have
excavated and partially restored his church in this century. From his base at
Galloway, Ninian preached throughout southern Scotland, south of the Grampian
Mountains, and conducted preaching missions among the Picts of Scotland, as far
north as the Moray Firth, He also preached in the Solway Plains and the Lake
District of England. Like Patrick (a generation later) and Columba (a century and a
half later), he was a principal agent in preserving the tradition of the old
Romano-British Church and forming the character of Celtic Christianity. Some
historians think that the number and extent of his conversions has been
exaggerated, but throughout southern Scotland there are many and widespread
churches that bear his name, and have traditionally been assumed to be
congregations originally founded by him. 

Our information about him comes chiefly from Bede's History (Book 3, chapter 4), an
anonymous eighth century account, and a 12th century account by Aelred. Aelred is writing
700 years after the event, and is for that reason rejected as untrustworthy by many critics.
However, he claims to rely on an earlier account, "written by a barbarian." This suggests that
he may have had an authentic record by a member of Ninian's community in Galloway. 

See The Christian Island, by Beram Saklatvala (J M Dent, London, 1969), plus standard
references.

by James Kiefer
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