
 
St Francis Episcopal Church, San Jose, CA 
Morning Prayer, Tuesday, January 26, 2021 

Commemoration of Timothy and Titus 
Companions of the Apostle Paul 

 
When 2 people are reading:   READER 1: Plain Text      Reader 2: Italics      Both: Bold 
If there are 2 lessons, a reading and subsequent canticle may be omitted.  
 
You are invited to begin the service by lighting a candle.  
 
 
Arise, shine, for the Light of the World has come! 
Darkness covers the earth and its people, 
but the radiance of God's Light  
burns away its shadows, 
illuminates the smallest corner, 
and heralds in the start 
of a new dawn, 
where hearts no longer fear, 
souls might be set free, 
and sister shall follow brother, 
nation shall follow nation, 
and kings and princes bow down in awe 
before the one who comes to reign. 
Arise, shine, for the Light of the World has come! 
Alleluia! 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
May Christ the daystar dawn in our hearts 
and triumph over the shades of night. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our 
hearts on fire with love for you; now and forever. Amen.  
 
Psalm 112 
1 Hallelujah! 
Happy are they who fear the Lord and have great delight in his commandments! 
 
2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be 
blessed. 
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 3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last for ever. 
 
4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful and full of 
compassion. 
 
5 It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with justice. 
 
6 For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
 
7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is right; they put their trust in the 
Lord. 
 
8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire upon their 
enemies. 
 
9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast for ever; they 
will hold up their head with honor. 
 
10 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; the 
desires of the wicked will perish. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
A reading from the Letter to TItus 
1Paul, a servant* of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of 
God’s elect and the knowledge of the truth that is in accordance with godliness, 2in the 
hope of eternal life that God, who never lies, promised before the ages began— 3in due 
time he revealed his word through the proclamation with which I have been entrusted by 
the command of God our Saviour, To Titus, my loyal child in the faith we share: 
Grace* and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Saviour.  I left you behind 
in Crete for this reason, that you should put in order what remained to be done, and 
should appoint elders in every town, as I directed you:  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn,  
for they shall be comforted.  
Blessed are the meek,  
for they shall inherit the earth.  
Blessed are those who hunger  
and thirst after righteousness,  
for they shall be satisfied.  
Blessed are the merciful,  
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for they shall obtain mercy.  
Blessed are the pure in heart,  
for they shall see God.  
Blessed are the peacemakers,  
for they shall be called children of God.  
Blessed are those who suffer persecution  
for righteousness' sake,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Rejoice and be glad  
for great is your reward in heaven. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
A reading from The Second Letter to Timothy 

2 To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, 
as my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 
4Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of 
your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother 
Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift 
of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a 
spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. Do not 
be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with 
me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God,  

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God.  
 
A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. 
Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, 
because they are no more. 
Thus says the LORD: Keep your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears; for 
there is a reward for your work, says the LORD: they shall come back from the land 
of the enemy; 
there is hope for your future, says the LORD: your children shall come back to 
their own country. 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  
It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband,[g] says the LORD.  
But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people.  
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No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I 
will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is 
now and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary.  
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
        was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  
    He ascended into heaven,  
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name,  
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, who called Timothy and Titus to be evangelists and teachers, and made  
 



Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, 
faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is 
sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
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to endure hardship: Strengthen us to stand fast in adversity, and to live godly and  
righteous lives in this present time, that with sure confidence we may look for our blessed  
hope, the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns  
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Grant us, Lord God, a vision of your world as your love would have it:  
a world where the weak are protected, and none go hungry or poor;  
a world where the riches of creation are shared, and everyone can enjoy them;  
a world where different races and cultures live in harmony and mutual respect;  
a world where peace is built with justice, and justice is guided by love. 
Give us the inspiration and courage to build it, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Father God, the star that led the Magi to the stable announced to the world that its Saviour  
was born. Today we live in a world that is still covered by darkness, and still needing to make  
that journey to the stable door. May our lives reflect your light day by day, as we seek to serve  
where you have placed us. That we might be the means through which others can encounter  
Jesus Christ. Amen  
https://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Epiphany.htm#gsc.tab=0 
 
Lord Jesus, 
I give you my hands to do your work. 
I give you my feet to go your way. 
I give you my eyes to see as you do.  
I give you my tongue to speak your words.  
I give you my mind that you may think in me. 
I give you my spirit that you may pray in me.  
Above all, I give you my heart that you may love in me your Father and all mankind.  
I give you my whole self that you may grow in me, so that it is you, Lord Jesus, 
who live, and work, and pray in me. Amen.  
http://jesuitinstitute.org/Pages/Prayers.htm 
 
Hear our prayer for all those who will die today because of war and economic oppression,  
especially the children. Prepare them for the agony, despair, and terror of the violence that  
is upon them. Comfort them and hold them close to the bosom of your heart as they drink  
deeply of the bitter cup which is forced upon them. Wipe their tears, calm their fears,  
welcome them to peace and safety. Eternal rest grant to them, and may perpetual light  
shine upon them. May all rise in judgment against the wickedness that brings this violence 
 upon the world. Overturn the thrones of tyranny, scatter the unjust, cast down the bloody  
rulers who make the cry of the widow and orphan rise to heaven. Give us your grace  
and strength to stand against the demonic powers which prowl about the world seeking  
the ruin of souls. Grant that peace with justice will come to all the world. Amen. 
 

https://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Epiphany.htm#gsc.tab=0


to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that 
we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life. Amen. 
 
Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth. 
Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace. 
Let peace fill our heart, our world, our universe. 
 
Thanks be to God.  
 
________________________ 

TIMOTHY AND TITUS  
COMPANIONS OF PAUL (26 JAN NT) 
   
Timothy and Titus appear in the New Testament writings as missionary companions of, and 
co-workers with, the Apostle Paul. 
Titus is mentioned as a companion of Paul in some of his epistles (2 Co 2:13; 7:6,13,14; 
8:6,16,23; 12:18; Gal 2:1-3; 2 Tim 4:10). 
Timothy is mentioned in Acts 16-20, and appears in 9 epistles either as joining in Paul's 
greetings or as a messenger. 
In addition, Timothy has two New Testament letters addressed to him, and Titus one. From these 
three letters (called the Pastoral Epistles), it appears that Paul had commissioned Timothy to 
oversee the Christian community in Ephesus and vicinity, and Titus to oversee that in Crete.  
    The Pauline authorship of these three letters has been disputed by many scholars who accept 
as genuine most or all of the other New Testament letters attributed to Paul. In this connection, 
we may note:  
    It would be difficult to forge a letter from Paul to an early Christian community. If you did it 
during Paul's lifetime, the congregation would be likely to reply, thanking Paul for his letter, and 
he would write back, saying, "What letter?" If you forged a letter from Paul to (say) the 
Corinthians after his death, sooner or later the Corinthians would hear of the letter, and say, "If 
Paul wrote that letter to us in his lifetime, why has no one here ever heard of it?" These 
difficulties are less when one forges, say, a letter from Paul to Timothy, waiting until after the 
death of both to do so. 
    There are significant differences in manner between the Pastorals and the other letters. In his 
letters to churches, Paul routinely presents arguments for the positions he takes. In the Pastorals, 
he simply states his position and expects that to end the matter. However, it is a matter of 
common observation that a man may have one style when lecturing to a classroom and another 
when explaining something to a member of his family. (Hence the saying: Never teach a family 
member--or let a family member teach you--how to drive a car. The lesson is bound to lead to a 
shouting match.) 
    The subjects Paul deals with in the Pastorals are different from those in the other letters, and 
imply a much more formal church organization. However, it may be noted that Paul normally 
writes letters dealing with the questions that the recipient has asked, or needs to have answered. 
He writes to the Thessalonians about the Second Coming because some of them have gotten the 
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idea that it is just around the corner, and so there is no reason to plant the crops. He writes to the 
Corinthians about the Lord's Supper, because of reports that some of them are behaving 
irreverently at celebrations thereof. (If the Corinthians had observed proper decorum at the 
Lord's Table, there would now be scholars who argued that Paul had never heard of the 
Eucharist, since he never mentions it.) It is not surprising that, having set Timothy and Titus to 
organize the church in certain areas, he writes to them about church organization. 
    The preceding remarks are not intended to settle the question of Pauline authorship, or even to 
present all the arguments on either side. They are merely there to get the reader started.   

by James Kiefer 

http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/Timothy&Titus.htm 
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