
St   Francis   Episcopal   Church,   San   Jose,   CA   
Morning   Prayer,   Thursday,   April   8,   2021   

Thursday   in   Easter   Week   
  
  

When   2   people   are   reading:     READER   1:   Plain   Text         Reader   2:   Italics          Both:   Bold   
If   there   are   2   lessons,   a   reading   and   subsequent   canticle   may   be   omitted.     

  
You   are   invited   to   begin   the   service   by   lighting   a   candle.     

  
  

Christ   is   Risen:    The   world   below   lies   desolate   
Christ   is   Risen:    The   spirits   of   evil   are   fallen   
Christ   is   Risen:    The   angels   of   God   are   rejoicing   
Christ   is   Risen:    The   tombs   of   the   dead   are   empty   
 Christ   is   Risen   indeed   from   the   dead,   the   first   of   the   sleepers,   
Glory   and   power   are   his   forever   and   ever. Hippolytus   of   Rome 1   
______________________________________________________________________   
  

O   Lord,   open   our   lips   
and   our   mouth   shall   proclaim   your   praise.   
  

Since   we   have   a   great   high   priest   who   has   ascended   into   heaven,   Jesus   the   Son   of   
God,   let   us   hold   firmly   to   the   faith   we   profess.   Let   us   then   approach   God’s   throne   of   
grace   with   confidence,   so   that   we   may   receive   mercy   and   find   grace   to   help   us   in   our   
time   of   need. Hebrews   4:14,16   
Glory   to   the   Father,   and   to   the   Son,   and   to   the   Holy   Spirit:   as   it   was   in   the   
beginning,   is   now,   and   will   be   for   ever.   Amen .   

  
The   night   has   passed,   and   the   day   lies   open   before   us;   let   us   pray   with   one   heart   and   
mind.   
  As   we   rejoice   in   the   gift   of   this   new   day,   so   may   the   light   of   your   presence,   O   God,   set   
our   hearts   on   fire   with   love   for   you;   now   and   forever.    Amen .     
  

Psalm   119  
137   You   are   righteous,   O   Lord,   and   upright   are   your   judgments.   
138   You   have   issued   your   decrees   with   justice   and   in   perfect   faithfulness.   
139   My   indignation   has   consumed   me,   because   my   enemies   forget   your   words.   
140   Your   word   has   been   tested   to   the   uttermost,   and   your   servant   holds   it   dear.   
141   I   am   small   and   of   little   account,   yet   I   do   not   forget   your   commandments.   
142   Your   justice   is   an   everlasting   justice   and   your   law   is   the   truth.   
143   Trouble   and   distress   have   come   upon   me,   yet   your   commandments   are   my   delight.   
144   The   righteousness   of   your   decrees   is   everlasting;   grant   me   understanding,   that   I   
may   live.   
. Glory   to   the   Father,   and   to   the   Son,   and   to   the   Holy   Spirit:   as   it   was   in   the   
beginning,   is   now,   and   will   be   for   ever.   Amen .   
  

1  h�ps://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/lent,-easter,-and-spring-prayers   
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A   reading   from   the   Acts   of   the   Apostles   
11 While   he   clung   to   Peter   and   John,   all   the   people   ran   together   to   them   in   the   portico   
called   Solomon’s   Portico,   utterly   astonished.    12 When   Peter   saw   it,   he   addressed   the   
people,   ‘You   Israelites, *    why   do   you   wonder   at   this,   or   why   do   you   stare   at   us,   as   though   
by   our   own   power   or   piety   we   had   made   him   walk?    13 The   God   of   Abraham,   the   God   of   
Isaac,   and   the   God   of   Jacob,   the   God   of   our   ancestors   has   glorified   his   servant *    Jesus,   
whom   you   handed   over   and   rejected   in   the   presence   of   Pilate,   though   he   had   decided   
to   release   him.    14 But   you   rejected   the   Holy   and   Righteous   One   and   asked   to   have   a   
murderer   given   to   you,    15 and   you   killed   the   Author   of   life,   whom   God   raised   from   the   
dead.   To   this   we   are   witnesses.    16 And   by   faith   in   his   name,   his   name   itself   has   made   this   
man   strong,   whom   you   see   and   know;   and   the   faith   that   is   through   Jesus *    has   given   him   
this   perfect   health   in   the   presence   of   all   of   you.     
17 ‘And   now,   friends, *    I   know   that   you   acted   in   ignorance,   as   did   also   your   rulers.    18 In   
this   way   God   fulfilled   what   he   had   foretold   through   all   the   prophets,   that   his   Messiah *   
would   suffer.    19 Repent   therefore,   and   turn   to   God   so   that   your   sins   may   be   wiped   out,   
20 so   that   times   of   refreshing   may   come   from   the   presence   of   the   Lord,   and   that   he   may   
send   the   Messiah *    appointed   for   you,   that   is,   Jesus,    21 who   must   remain   in   heaven   until   
the   time   of   universal   restoration   that   God   announced   long   ago   through   his   holy   
prophets.    22 Moses   said,   “The   Lord   your   God   will   raise   up   for   you   from   your   own   people *   
a   prophet   like   me.   You   must   listen   to   whatever   he   tells   you.    23 And   it   will   be   that   everyone   
who   does   not   listen   to   that   prophet   will   be   utterly   rooted   out   from   the   people.”    24 And   all   
the   prophets,   as   many   as   have   spoken,   from   Samuel   and   those   after   him,   also   
predicted   these   days.    25 You   are   the   descendants   of   the   prophets   and   of   the   covenant   
that   God   gave   to   your   ancestors,   saying   to   Abraham,   “And   in   your   descendants   all   the   
families   of   the   earth   shall   be   blessed.”    26 When   God   raised   up   his   servant, *    he   sent   him   
first   to   you,   to   bless   you   by   turning   each   of   you   from   your   wicked   ways.’     
The   Word   of   the   Lord.   
Thanks   be   to   God   
  

Jesus,   Saviour   of   the   world,   come   to   us   in   your   mercy: we   look   to   you   to   save   
and   help   us.   

By   your   cross   and   your   life   laid   down,   you   set   your   people   free: we   look   to   you   to   
save   and   help   us.   

When   they   were   ready   to   perish,   you   saved   your   disciples: we   look   to   you   to   
come   to   our   help.   

In   the   greatness   of   your   mercy,   loose   us   from   our   chains, forgive   the   sins   of   all   
your   people.   

Make   yourself   known   as   our   Saviour   and   mighty   deliverer; save   and   help   us   that   
we   may   praise   you.   

Come   now   and   dwell   with   us,   Lord   Christ   Jesus:   hear   our   prayer   and   be   with   us   
always.   

And   when   you   come   in   your   glory:  make   us   to   be   one   with   you and   to   share   the   
life   of   your   kingdom. 2   
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A   reading   from   the   Gospel   of   John   
12 ‘This   is   my   commandment,   that   you   love   one   another   as   I   have   loved   you.    13 No   one   
has   greater   love   than   this,   to   lay   down   one’s   life   for   one’s   friends.    14 You   are   my   friends   if   
you   do   what   I   command   you.    15 I   do   not   call   you   servants *    any   longer,   because   the   
servant *    does   not   know   what   the   master   is   doing;   but   I   have   called   you   friends,   because   
I   have   made   known   to   you   everything   that   I   have   heard   from   my   Father.    16 You   did   not   
choose   me   but   I   chose   you.   And   I   appointed   you   to   go   and   bear   fruit,   fruit   that   will   last,   
so   that   the   Father   will   give   you   whatever   you   ask   him   in   my   name.    17 I   am   giving   you   
these   commands   so   that   you   may   love   one   another.     
18 ‘If   the   world   hates   you,   be   aware   that   it   hated   me   before   it   hated   you.    19 If   you   
belonged   to   the   world, *    the   world   would   love   you   as   its   own.   Because   you   do   not   belong   
to   the   world,   but   I   have   chosen   you   out   of   the   world—therefore   the   world   hates   you.   
20 Remember   the   word   that   I   said   to   you,   “Servants *    are   not   greater   than   their   master.”   If   
they   persecuted   me,   they   will   persecute   you;   if   they   kept   my   word,   they   will   keep   yours   
also.    21 But   they   will   do   all   these   things   to   you   on   account   of   my   name,   because   they   do   
not   know   him   who   sent   me.    22 If   I   had   not   come   and   spoken   to   them,   they   would   not   
have   sin;   but   now   they   have   no   excuse   for   their   sin.    23 Whoever   hates   me   hates   my   
Father   also.    24 If   I   had   not   done   among   them   the   works   that   no   one   else   did,   they   would   
not   have   sin.   But   now   they   have   seen   and   hated   both   me   and   my   Father.    25 It   was   to   fulfil   
the   word   that   is   written   in   their   law,   “They   hated   me   without   a   cause.”     
26 ‘When   the   Advocate *    comes,   whom   I   will   send   to   you   from   the   Father,   the   Spirit   of   
truth   who   comes   from   the   Father,   he   will   testify   on   my   behalf.    27 You   also   are   to   testify   
because   you   have   been   with   me   from   the   beginning.     
The   Word   of   the   Lord   
Thanks   be   to   God.     

  
Blessed   be   the   God   and   Father of   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ!   
By   his   great   mercy   we   have   been   born   anew   to   a   living   hope through   the   

resurrection   of   Jesus   Christ   from   the   dead,   
Into   an   inheritance   that   is   imperishable,   undefiled   and   unfading, kept   in   heaven   

for   you,   
Who   are   being   protected   by   the   power   of   God   through   faith, for   a   salvation,   ready   

to   be   revealed   in   the   last   time.   
You   were   ransomed   from   the   futile   ways   of   your   ancestors not   with   perishable   

things   like   silver   or   gold   
But   with   the   precious   blood   of   Christ like   that   of   a   lamb   without   spot   or   stain.   
Through   him   we   have   confidence   in   God,   who   raised   him   from   the   dead   and   gave   

him   glory, so   that   your   faith   and   hope   are   set   on   God. 3 1   Peter   1.3–5,18,19,21   

  

The   Apostles'   Creed   
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I   believe   in   God,   the   Father   almighty,    
    creator   of   heaven   and   earth;    
I   believe   in   Jesus   Christ,   his   only   Son,   our   Lord.    
    He   was   conceived   by   the   power   of   the   Holy   Spirit    
        and   born   of   the   Virgin   Mary.    
    He   suffered   under   Pontius   Pilate,    
        was   crucified,   died,   and   was   buried.    
    He   descended   to   the   dead.    
    On   the   third   day   he   rose   again.    
    He   ascended   into   heaven,    
        and   is   seated   at   the   right   hand   of   the   Father.    
    He   will   come   again   to   judge   the   living   and   the   dead.    
I   believe   in   the   Holy   Spirit,    
    the   holy   catholic   Church,    
    the   communion   of   saints,    
    the   forgiveness   of   sins   
    the   resurrection   of   the   body,    
    and   the   life   everlasting.   Amen.   

The   Prayers   
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The   Lord   be   with   you.   
And   also   with   you.   
Let   us   pray.     

  
Our   Father,   who   art   in   heaven,   
     hallowed   be   thy   Name,    
     thy   kingdom   come,    
     thy   will   be   done,    
         on   earth   as   it   is   in   heaven.    
Give   us   this   day   our   daily   bread.    
And   forgive   us   our   trespasses,    
     as   we   forgive   those who   trespass   against   us.    
And   lead   us   not   into   temptation, but   deliver   us   from   evil.    
For   thine   is   the   kingdom,    
     and   the   power,   and   the   glory,    
     for   ever   and   ever.   Amen.   

  
Almighty   and   everlasting   God,   who   in   the   Paschal   mystery   established   the   new   covenant   of     
reconciliation:   Grant   that   all   who   have   been   reborn   into   the   fellowship   of   Christ's   Body   may     
show   forth   in   their   lives   what   they   profess   by   their   faith;   through   Jesus   Christ   our   Lord,   who     
lives   and   reigns   with   you   and   the   Holy   Spirit,   one   God,   for   ever   and   ever.    Amen.   
  

Grant   us,   Lord   God,   a   vision   of   your   world   as   your   love   would   have   it:     
a   world   where   the   weak   are   protected,   and   none   go   hungry   or   poor;     
a   world   where   the   riches   of   creation   are   shared,   and   everyone   can   enjoy   them;     
a   world   where   different   races   and   cultures   live   in   harmony   and   mutual   respect;     
a   world   where   peace   is   built   with   justice,   and   justice   is   guided   by   love.   
Give   us   the   inspiration   and   courage   to   build   it,   through   Jesus   Christ   our   Lord.    Amen .   
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O   Christ,   as   we   remember   those   who   enjoyed   your   company   and   endeavor   to   know   your     
presence   in   our   lives,   we   remember   that   there   are   many   people   who   are   alone   or   rejected.     
We   think   of   those   whose   ageing,   illness   or   family   circumstances   mean   that   they   feel   as   though     
no-one   is   truly   with   them.   May   we   see   more   clearly   where   they   are,   O   Christ,   and   be   loyal     
friends   to   them   in   your   name,   we   pray.     Amen   
  

If   they   are   isolated   because   of   any   form   of   prejudice,   looking   longingly   at   the   lives   of     
those   who   have   company   and   communities   of   support:   Show   us   the   beauty   of   all   humanness,     
O   Christ,   and   call   us   to   draw   near   in   love,   we   pray.    Amen .     
  

Give   to   us,   your   people,   the   courage   and   authenticity   to   share   together   the   questions   we     
have   about   life   and   faith.   Help   us   to   create   an   environment   where   honesty   is   possible,   
so   that   we   genuinely   discuss   the   tougher   issues   together.   Then,   when   we   hold   in   our   hands     
the   bread   and   the   wine,   may   we   recognise   the   wonder   of   the   gift   which   lies   there   
and   receive   it   in   truth   as   your   life   with   us,   O   Christ.    Amen . 4   
  

When   our   faith     
stands   at   the   grave,   
grieving   
for   a   stone   that’s   rolled   away,   
forgive   us.   

When   our   faith   
is   short   of   
understanding   
though   the   truth   is   there   to   see,   
forgive   us.   

When   our   faith,   
beset   by   doubt,   sees   
no   further   
than   an   empty   tomb   today,   
forgive   us.   

Bring   to   mind   
the   cry   of   Mary,   
‘I   have   seen   the   Lord!’   
grant   us   faith   to   believe! 5   

  
  

As   Christ   burst   forth   from   the   tomb,   may   new   life   burst   forth   from   us   and   show   itself   in     
acts   of   love   and   healing   to   a   hurting   world.     

https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2012/03/prayers-of-people-emmaus-road.html
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And   may   the   same   Christ,   who   lives   forever   and   is   the   source   of   our   new   life,   keep   our     
hearts   rejoicing   and   grant   us   peace   this   day   and   always.    Amen . 6   
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