St. Francis’ Episcopal Church
Evening Prayer – Sept. 13, 2020, 5:00 p.m.
The Eve of Holy Cross Day
When 2 people are reading: READER 1: Plain Text Reader 2: Italics Both: Bold
If there are 2 lessons, a reading and subsequent canticle may be omitted.
Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.
Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Thanks
Thanksbe
beto
toGod.
God.
Jesus said, "You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one lights a
lamp to put it under a bucket, but on a lamp-stand where it gives light for everyone in the
house. And you, like the lamp, must shed light among your fellow men, so that they may see
the deed you do, and give glory to your Father in heaven."
If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night," darkness is
not dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both
alike.
O Gracious Light Phos hilaron

O gracious light,
pure brightness of the ever living Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.
Psalm 87
1 On the holy mountain stands the city he has founded; the Lord loves the gates of Zion
more than all the dwellings of Jacob.
2 Glorious things are spoken of you, O city of our God.
3 I count Egypt and Babylon among those who know me; behold Philistia, Tyre, and
Ethiopia: in Zion were they born.
4 Of Zion it shall be said, "Everyone was born in her, and the Most High himself shall sustain
her."
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5 The Lord will record as he enrolls the peoples, "These also were born there."
6 The singers and the dancers will say, "All my fresh springs are in you."
Glo ry to the Fa th er, a nd to the So n, and to the Ho ly Sp irit:
a s i t wa s i n the be gi nning, i s no w, and wi ll be fo r eve r. Am en. A lle luia .
A reading from the First Book of Kings
22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of
Israel, and spread out his hands to heaven. 23He said, ‘O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like
you in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your
servants who walk before you with all their heart, 24the covenant that you kept for your
servant my father David as you declared to him; you promised with your mouth and have this
day fulfilled with your hand. 25Therefore, O Lord, God of Israel, keep for your servant my
father David that which you promised him, saying, “There shall never fail you a successor
before me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children look to their way, to walk before
me as you have walked before me.” 26Therefore, O God of Israel, let your word be confirmed,
which you promised to your servant my father David.
27 ‘But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot
contain you, much less this house that I have built! 28Have regard to your servant’s prayer and
his plea, O Lord my God, heeding the cry and the prayer that your servant prays to you today;
29that your eyes may be open night and day towards this house, the place of which you said,
“My name shall be there”, that you may heed the prayer that your servant prays towards this
place. 30Hear the plea of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray towards this
place; O hear in heaven your dwelling-place; heed and forgive.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
[ M agn i f ic at : Ma r y ’s S o ng ]

My so u l pro claim s the grea tness o f th e Lo rd , my spi ri t rejo i ces i n Go d
my Sa vio r; for h e ha s look ed wi th favo r o n h is low ly serv a nt. F rom thi s
d ay a ll ge ne ra tio ns wi ll ca ll me b lessed : the Almigh ty h as do ne gre at
th ings for me, a nd ho ly i s h is Name. He ha s m ercy o n tho se who fea r
h im i n eve ry gene ra t ion. He has show n th e strength o f his arm , he h as
s ca ttere d the p rou d i n the ir co nce i t. He h as cast dow n th e mi gh ty from
the ir thro ne s a nd ha s li fted up th e low ly. He ha s fi lle d the hu ngry wi th
good thi ngs, and the ri ch he ha s se nt a way emp ty. He h as co me to the
h e lp o f hi s se rva nt I srae l, fo r h e h as reme mbered his p romi se o f
me rcy, th e p romi se he made to ou r fa thers, to Ab ra ham and h is
ch i ld re n fo r ever.
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Glo ry to the Fa ther, a nd to the So n, a nd to the Ho ly S pi ri t: a s i t wa s i n
the be gi nni ng, i s no w, a nd wi ll be for eve r. Amen
A re adin g f rom th e Gospe l of John
11 ‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you *
do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe,
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. * 14And just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life.*
16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.
17 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
[The song of Simeon]
Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the
world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

[The Apostles' Creed]
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
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the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
[The Prayers]
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross that he
might draw the whole world to himself: Mercifully grant that we, who glory in the mystery
of our redemption, may have grace to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
For all those who have fallen victim to hatred and inhumanity, for those loved ones who are
left behind to mourn, for the souls of those whose hearts are cold, Lord, hear our prayer.
For the children who are being born into this world of conflict and violence, for women and
mothers who suffer needlessly, Lord, hear our prayer.
For all those who have been forced into unemployment, who long to return to work, for all
those who struggle to support their families, Lord, hear our prayer.
For the soldiers who are misguided in thinking that their bullets will bring about peace, for
those who feel called to conscientiously object to military orders, Lord, hear our prayer.
For the children who cry in their beds at night and wonder “what have I done?”
For the mothers and fathers who must try to explain the unexplainable, Lord, hear our
prayer.
For all the children who have died before their time, for the soldiers who allow their
4

uniform to strip them of their humanity, for the healers who are denied the opportunity to
use their gifts, Lord, hear our prayer.
For the redemption of souls of both victim and perpetrator, for those who commit
themselves to the forgiveness of sins, Lord, hear our prayer.
O God, you have taken to yourself the blessed Virgin Mary, mother of your incarnate Son:
Grant that we, who have been redeemed by his blood, may share with her the glory of your
eternal kingdom; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles
for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work
together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead them and us
from prejudice to truth: deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your
good time enable us all to stand reconciled before you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lo rd, ma ke us i nstrum ents o f you r pea ce . Whe re the re is h a tre d, let u s
s ow love; whe re there is i njury, pa rdo n; w he re there i s di s cord, u nio n;
w he re there i s dou bt, fa i th ; whe re the re is de sp ai r, hope ; w here the re
i s da rk ness, li gh t; w he re there i s sa dness, jo y. Gra nt tha t we may not
s o m u ch see k to be conso led a s to conso le ; to be u nderstood a s to
u nders ta nd ; to be loved a s to love. For it i s in givi ng tha t we re ce ive ; i t
i s in pardo ni ng th at w e are p ardo ned; a nd it i s i n dyi ng tha t w e a re
bo rn to e terna l li fe . Ame n.
Grant us, Lord God, a vision of your world as your love would have it:
a world where the weak are protected, and none go hungry or poor;
a world where the riches of creation are shared, and everyone can enjoy them;
a world where different races and cultures live in harmony and mutual respect;
a world where peace is built with justice, and justice is guided by love.
Give us the inspiration and courage to build it, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
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